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The reproductive justice framework – the right to have children, not have children, and to 
parent the children we have in safe and healthy environments -- is based on the human 
right to make personal decisions about one’s life, and the obligation of government and 
society to ensure that the conditions are suitable for implementing one’s decisions is 
important for women of color.

It represents a shift for women advocating for control of their bodies, from a narrower 
focus on legal access and individual choice (the focus of mainstream organizations) to a 
broader analysis of racial, economic, cultural, and structural constraints on our power.

Reproductive Justice addresses the social reality of inequality, specifically, the inequality of 
opportunities that we have to control our reproductive destiny. Our options for making 
choices have to be safe, affordable and accessible, three minimal cornerstones of 
government support for all individual life decisions.

The SisterSong concept of Reproductive Justice emerged at a Black women’s caucus in 
1994 that merged the concepts of reproductive rights + social justice = reproductive 
justice. We did so in order to bring home human rights concepts that we discovered 
international activists used at the International Conference on Population and 
Development in Cairo, Egypt. Human rights provide more possibilities for our struggles 
than the privacy concepts the pro-choice movement claims only using the U.S. Constitution. 
Reproductive justice emerged as an intersectional theory highlighting the lived experience 
of reproductive oppression in communities of color. It represents a shift for women 
advocating for control of their bodies, from a narrower focus on legal access and individual 
choice (the focus of mainstream organizations) to a broader analysis of racial, economic, 
cultural, and structural constraints on our power.

In 2005, Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice (ACRJ) offered an expanded 
perspective on reproductive issues advocacy by defining reproductive justice as “the 
complete physical, mental, spiritual, political, social, and economic well-being of women 
and girls, based on the full achievement and protection of women’s human rights.”

OUR WORKING DEFINITION OF REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

For the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, reproductive justice means that all 
people and communities should have the social, spiritual, economic, and political means to 
experience the sacred gift of sexuality with health and wholeness.
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