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UU FaithAction NJ coordinates grassroots
social justice advocacy with our member
congregations, individual UUs, and allies
across the state of New Jersey.  We work to
establish a just and compassionate public
policy that is consistent with Unitarian
Universalist principles and purposes.
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Our 2023 Gala was made possible by the
collaboration of many dedicated individuals!

THANK YOU to our Gala Planning Committee Co-
Chairs: Meera Rao and Shannon McCloskey Allain.

THANK YOU to our Gala Planning Committee
members: Ted Fetter, Rohn Hein, Phil Lubitz, Marty
Rothfelder and Emily Parker.

THANK YOU to the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Princeton for all your support
throughout the planning process and today.

THANK YOU to our coalition partners, for your
presence today and for your ongoing work.

THANK YOU to our set-up and clean-up volunteers,
and thank you to our tech-volunteer-extraordinaire
Kevin Trayner.

THANK YOU to everyone who brought a dessert for
us to share and enjoy.

THANK YOU to everyone who brought a donation for
The Jewish Center's Interfaith Refugee Resettlement
Committee to share with our neighbors.

THANK YOU—thank you for the gift of your presence!
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GALA
PROGRAM

UU FAITH
ACTION NJ
2023 GALA

Arrival & Appetizers
in Robinson Lounge

Chalice Lighting
Rev. Bill Neely

Welcome
Mia Morse, Rev. Charles Loflin

Keynote: Amy Torres
Introduced by Ted Fetter

Louise Sandburg
Introduced by Michele Ochsner

Generosity
Shannon McCloskey Allain,
Marty Rothfelder

Thank You
Rev. Charles Loflin

12:00

12:50

12:55

1:05

2:00

2:25

2:40

2:45

Buffet

3:00 Benediction
Rev. Jennifer Kelleher
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KEYNOTE
AMY TORRES

Amy Torres (they/she) serves as the
Executive Director of the New Jersey
Alliance for Immigrant Justice
(NJAIJ).  In this position, Torres leads
member organizations and staff to
direct policy and organizational
priorities.

Amy Torres
Executive Director, NJAIJ

Prior to NJAIJ, Torres served for over seven years in immigrants’ rights and
policy advocacy in New York City, with a focus on Asian American and Pacific
Islander empowerment.  Torres brings to leadership depths of experience in
coalition-building, civic engagement, and grassroots organizing.

Firmly rooted in Torres's identity is their experience as a second generation
Filipinx American and the core belief that human rights and liberties should not
be subject to change because of something as arbitrary as birthplace, border,
or paperwork.
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FEATURED SPEAKER
LOUISE SANDBURG

Louise Sandburg (she/her) is the
granddaughter of refugees who fled
the Cossacks outside Kiev. She grew
up in San Diego and has lived in
Princeton for almost 30 years.
Sandburg was an adult ESL teacher
in Thailand, Guatemala and the U.S.
for 20 years before working for
Lutheran Social Ministries refugee
resettlement services in Trenton.

Louise Sandburg
Steering Committee, TJC/IRRC

UU FAITH
ACTION NJ
2023 GALA

In 2015, in response to the Syrian refugee crisis, members from The Jewish
Center, Princeton United Methodist Church, and Princeton Friends Meeting
established The Jewish Center’s Interfaith Refugee Resettlement Committee
(TJC/IRRC).

The Jewish Center's Interfaith Refugee Resettlement Committee supports
recently arrived refugees as they establish their new lives in the Princeton
community. Led by a steering committee experienced in refugee resettlement,
dedicated volunteers include social workers, teachers, lawyers, and activists. 

TJC/IRRC collaborates with Interfaith-RISE and depends on members of
Princeton Alliance Church, UU Congregation of Princeton, Masjid Baitul Hadi,
Nassau Presbyterian Church, Center for Jewish Life, Trinity Church, All Saints’
Church of Princeton, Islamic Center of Central Jersey, Christ Church
Congregation, Har Sinai Temple, Muslim Center of Greater Princeton, Beth El
Synagogue, Catholic Community of St. Charles Borromeo, Congregation Beth
Chaim, Tzu Chi, First Presbyterian Church of Cranbury, and Prince of Peace.
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https://princetonumc.org/
https://www.princetonfriendsmeeting.org/
https://www.princetonrefugee.org/
https://princetonalliance.org/
https://www.uuprinceton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MasjidBaitulHadi/
https://nassauchurch.org/
https://hillel.princeton.edu/
http://www.trinityprinceton.org/
https://www.allsaintsprinceton.org/
https://iscj.org/
https://www.ccprinceton.org/
https://harsinai.org/
https://www.themuslimcenter.org/
https://bethelsynagogue.shulcloud.com/
https://churchofscb.org/
https://www.bethchaim.org/
https://tzuchicenter.org/
https://cranburypres.org/
https://popnj.org/


OUR BOARD UU FAITH
ACTION NJ
2023 GALA

Mia Morse
President
Beacon Summit

Bill Slezak
Treasurer
Essex County

Susan Druckenbrōd
Secretary
Cherry Hill

Chris Budin
Montclair

Lily Olas Carayannis
Ridgewood

Nancy Griffeth
Beacon Summit

Rev. Dr. Sarah Lenzi
Ridgewood

Phil Lubitz
Hunterdon UU

Kevin Pierre
Montclair
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New Jersey Alliance for Immigrant Justice
njimmigrantjustice.org

American Friends Service Committee
afsc.org/programs/new-jersey-immigrant-rights

First Friends of New Jersey & New York
firstfriendsnjny.org

The Jewish Center | Interfaith Refugee
Resettlement Committee (Princeton)
princetonrefugee.org

Interfaith-RISE (Highland Park)
interfaithrise.org

New Labor
newlabor.org
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UU FAITHACTION NJ 2023 GALA

New, green Addition offering accessible
indoor and outdoor spaces for UU  
social justice work!
Welcoming, all-gender bathrooms
Free off-street parking!
Modem AV setup!

Coming Fall 2024!

Scan the QR code to find out more!
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UU FaithAction NJ thanks
our anonymous long-time
donor and friend for their
ongoing support ever
since our inception.
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Deconstructing Hatred
is the way to 

Peace and Justice

Wayne and Catherine Greenfeder
support UU FaithAction NJ

and Justice for All!
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“IN BRIEF; Immigration Files Emerge From
Asbestos Quarantine”

There are only 2 articles written
about this.
This inability access went on for
years.
Out of the 400,000 files there is
to date NO FOIA inquiry.
There are individuals whose
cases were thrown off track, and
no provisions were made to put
individuals back on track that
might have missed deadlines.
My sister and I, are 2 of them.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Greetings in the shared
spirit of Love and Inclusion

from all your friends at
Murray Grove
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THANK YOU
FOR MAKING OUR

GALA SPECIAL

UU FAITHACTION NJ
2023 GALA

uufaithaction.org/donate


