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"Good morning. My name is Michael Skelly, representing the Environmental Justice Task Force of Unitarian Universalist Faith Action NJ, a network of 20 congregations spanning 16 New Jersey counties.

Our faith calls us to recognize the inherent worth and dignity of every person and our profound interconnectedness with the web of all life. We covenant to protect Earth from exploitation, cultivate sustainable relationships built on care and justice, and actively repair harm.

Therefore, we assert that climate solutions must prioritize the well-being of our most vulnerable communities. 

However, I want to emphasize two critical points:

   Time is not our friend. The Energy Master Plan presents a transformative opportunity to enhance the health, safety, and economic vitality of New Jersey. We must seize this moment to its fullest potential, addressing greenhouse gases and ensuring equitable and sustainable outcomes for all. Each year of delay increases insurance, mitigation, and recovery costs. 
 
Therefore, we must invest now to accelerate action and avoid exponentially higher future costs. 

To achieve meaningful climate action, we must aggressively reduce fossil fuel dependence by at least two-thirds and simultaneously create a robust, equitable green economy. This necessitates the immediate and permanent implementation of comprehensive energy demand reduction strategies. This will prevent escalating costs associated with climate disasters and energy dependence. As a concrete step, we strongly propose establishing comprehensive Energy Savings Centers located in each of New Jersey's 40 legislative districts. These centers will not only provide vital local jobs and training but also ensure accessible energy-saving services for all residents, creating a foundation for long-term energy resilience and economic opportunity.

We will provide written comments after reviewing the most recent EMP materials. 
Thank you.




